Media Release 14, May 2025
Myanmar is at war and needs emergency support

Jesuit Mission Australia is urgently appealing for more support for families in
Myanmar who continue to be crippled by war and natural disasters.

Four years of relentless conflict have left the country in ruins.

Since war broke out on 1 February 2021, women, men and children on the frontiers
have endured hunger, disease, escalating violence, a deadly typhoon, and the
displacement of over 3.5 million people.

And that was before a 7.7 magnitude earthquake devastated Myanmar on 28 March.

Throughout these compounding disasters, Jesuit Mission Australia has activated its
Emergency Action Fund to provide life-saving aid for families trapped on the frontiers
of this crisis.

“Our Jesuit partners on the ground live and serve within the most impacted
communities. Donations from our Australian community enable them to work
through the existing Church networks and bring relief to many families that other
organisations struggle to reach,” said Helen Forde, CEO of Jesuit Mission Australia.

“We are providing food, clean water, shelter, medicine and educational support.”

“With millions of lives at risk, we need to do more right now,” said Ms Forde.

“The Jesuits are our eyes and ears in the communities, helping us identify urgent
needs and directing your support to the areas of greatest impact. Guided by our
lgnatian mission to walk with the excluded and respond to the cry of the vulnerable,
we must act with compassion and courage,” said Helen Forde CEO of Jesuit Mission.

Jesuits on the frontiers in Myanmar risk everything to provide care and relief, they
face overwhelming challenges and constant danger in their mission.

“We were air-bombed (I was 100 feet away from the bombing spot). Four people died and
seven others were injured seriously. More than 20 houses were destroyed. On that same
night, all the villagers of a nearby district and its surrounding villages fled and now take
refuge in the nearby mountains and forests,” said a Jesuit on the ground.
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“If we continue to live out here, we will have problems with food shortages and, of course,
healthy water. Some are already falling ill due to the poor weather conditions. Medicine is a
challenge for us. .. There are no doctors in the village. Only two nurses are there.”

Currently nearly 20 million people, many of them children, are in desperate need of
emergency assistance in Myanmar.

Thanks to support from Australian donors, the Jesuit Mission Emergency Action Fund,
since 2021 has helped over 850,000 women, men and children in 14 countries to
survive devastation, crisis and turmoil.

A donation today could help deliver crucial emergency support to our sisters and
brothers in war-torn Myanmar and other crises around the world.

-END-
Media Contact:

Zach Martorana, Communications Officer, Jesuit Mission
zach.martorana@jesuitmission.org.au 02 8918 4109

Caption: A recent attack on a Jesuit Church.
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Caption: After their village was attacked, this community found refuge in the
forest nearby.
Supporting Links:

Emergency Action Fund Donation Page
https://jesuitmission.org.au/myanmar-w/

About Jesuit Mission

Jesuit Mission works in over 10 countries across Asia and Africa to uphold the innate dignity of
people living with the effects of poverty, especially the most marginalised and vulnerable. Funds
from our supporters:

o Break cycles of poverty through teaching and education
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J Protect the health of communities by providing medical care and programs that improve
access to clean water and toilets

o Develop independent, sustainable communities through livelihood training and income-
generating projects

o Provide vulnerable individuals with pastoral care, social inclusion and advocacy

o Support refugees in crisis

J Enable effective disaster response and relief.
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