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Teaching enrolments rise in promising boost to the
profession

Enrolments in Australian Catholic University’s teaching courses have soared at its Brisbane
campus in a positive sign for the profession, which has long struggled with educator shortages.

Figures show there has been a 41 per cent increase in teaching enrolments for Semester 1 2025,
compared with the same time last year.

There has also been a 46 per cent increase in enrolments of First Nations students in education
courses, along with a 16 per cent increase in aspiring teachers from low SES communities.

Almost 60 per cent of the new ACU Brisbane-based teaching students also scored an Australian
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) of 75 or above, including 40 per cent who achieved 90 or
more.

Admissions of men into teaching degrees at the campus has also remained stable, with continued
strong enrolments among students from non-metropolitan areas including regional and rural
Queensland.

“Not only are we seeing more school leavers and career changers choose to study teaching, but
more high-achieving and diverse students are seeing it as a viable and worthwhile profession,”
ACU National School of Education Head Professor Donna King said.

“While the Brisbane intake represents a large spike, interest in ACU teaching degrees has been
strong nationally in support of figures released by Federal Education Minister Jason Clare
showing increased applications and offers for teaching degrees across the country in 2025.

“ACU is committed to being a first-choice university to study teaching for high-achieving
students and aspiring educators from groups that are often underrepresented in higher
education and within teaching itself.

“In addition to streamlining our entry processes for education degrees to remove barriers that
won’t impact on the quality of our graduates, ACU offers flexible learning options including
employment-based pathways, accelerated courses, and fully funded scholarships to help students
become the teachers of today and tomorrow.”

ACU Queensland Head of the School of Education Associate Professor Tracey Sanders said
Brisbane staff had worked hard to raise the profile of teaching courses statewide including in
regional, rural and remote locations.

“We’ve built partnerships with schools, dioceses, and government and community education
bodies in metropolitan and far-flung places to drive home the message that teaching is a
wonderful career path,” she said.

“ACU has a long and proud history of training high-quality teachers, and these Brisbane figures
are both a testament to that and a positive sign for the future of the profession.



“Efforts at a local, state and national level to promote teaching as a noble and rewarding career
path are working and our early learning, primary, and secondary school students are set to
benefit from this.”

Kate Mochrie, the co-ordinator of ACU Brisbane’s Indigenous Higher Education Unit Weemala,
welcomed the boost in Indigenous students choosing to study teaching.

“We are thrilled to see more high-achieving Indigenous students choosing a career where they
can make a real difference in the lives of young people and be role models for First Nations
communities,” she said.

“Weemala is ready to welcome and support our new Indigenous teaching students to achieve
their education goals.”

Media Contact: Mary Papadakis, 0448 491 059, mary.papadakis@acu.edu.au

Australian Catholic University has specialists who can comment on news matters relating to their area
of expertise. Please direct requests to ACU’s Media Team at acu.edu.au/media-enquiries.

This email was sent to news@cathnews.com
Australian Catholic University, 2/21 Berry St, North Sydney, NSW 2060, Australia
Unsubscribe


mailto:mary.papadakis@acu.edu.au
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.1etTMwNvEgw75CMcZqzls17dESdTJ499Bt2T4GP880giR1Q9RjKa8vs5bG1Io7WNy0OCrwq17D7Hbkx-2B9EajTA-3D-3DyDZH_PV86ToKjsaRRJIv7j1KOXxehgr0ElOZjYBpZQJXCWFplpGbhd3N-2BZ54AWpYBVhyQieD9AKTRODfwkDjCezTsFMS2g2XeI7L1-2FNWixJHX9S0rSD2WZtfcXBamyX-2FUcFsJtRgk3UU92v4gmDkpunOJgDITmWJL4ECBDcNZP-2FJJxF32MwESqCd4U3hC6SqVsmg-2F-2FLGbA6s1fDLhCe-2BrsOpmFOdPGh8JTaHNVjC9zLatZyYjvkwlj0roBx9OkvQsN6dP-2B3jgUV0BeMJxu4J6x8gkWxCPK22usPCT9iMFT0ZweX6G0GWwStrPQYvD90RzXr8kTyrwrJmqfvgNS71W5pQUNwLncN-2BXGmhRmG0Fm5jdI-2FAO-2B7Fo71yDYlZgg-2Bz6JE2x
mailto:news@cathnews.com
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.1etTMwNvEgw75CMcZqzlsyQ7JSuI3SOB3hgYEN5-2FLt2-2B-2FLW5d1ojvyGktIrYrm6wWnFw2GmqhFNUQQ-2BAP6-2FcEQYs6AtN9SvD0LU-2F-2F29rnd3LulKz8MvaxP02YOC-2FTbBgTiyi0TOSoYQu3-2FK8Xx5QyihVuBL-2FuNKfwkzQKb1DimgC2Y3fcYGK47t650wapqPffw9dPUSLEqCyy3yfZhF2v-2FSpIbJXphUcTpbxpZFoR-2FJWGNZUs1gyts5IYx3yEmlfjfQYF04iasoucsQ6VPUg0FpzNpk0uMbnDALBdj9NsPj4PKWCRCDZola5ToYCM4ed8-2BqsEiTz-2Bau6osniwt5bi7ZxAmbz611nq7dkRTOmVRe-2BtKKq-2FLRp71RwiwgeS-2BLpatX4F3wUV083I8OT7r93OZky1trJ6SkY9dgHwzxj7hQjU7An1xrKsylUvRONb1I9gEDmPDSUBhUYvZlTrx4Rl-2F-2BYFxg1ACdrkPTR-2BHxVz3-2BSo5wIppatZtQPcU-2BQ9kWfo9pFfX0b3VNigE4MJG6a-2FRretqdk18g69-2BMHp4WlgL5ezy7hWAn7a-2BPaVw-2FuJYLq11lmIdZv97P3nshB7dvLJLj22o0kuToVb5OVfmoLEbC61bx8CA-2BgJWMPYI19sEvlnW3hcYbn2pOkUmY4BrKwMeoMIkfTE6bEEVhs3wvGSmGSP1pdWzexJkdlEnmkhMPIw4yaUVkm1Q0IWddpsmnv7noQ-2B7orcdS8qgjWNb-2ByEbyqhTnW9Y23JtEKdFkM1TTvFuZV1RPxDevU6eJr1x8-2BHudwtBywyIx-2BoPTHhW4Ihmf1LN0IZXZf942D1Wa-2BlI9-2FtTjgc0YwSFMj5ZWDM0O0cqjpTGBkuyzboO4UmmBe0UJ9K9GqEiHIa7762dvMrd-2FmLlEBUQ2UFIs-2FYtmT-2Bmg3ZIx85KTFtGB-2BQ8zJym0oTqb5-2B2d8lk1iiW3GQ2VVpLVBe3qB_PV86ToKjsaRRJIv7j1KOXxehgr0ElOZjYBpZQJXCWFplpGbhd3N-2BZ54AWpYBVhyQieD9AKTRODfwkDjCezTsFMS2g2XeI7L1-2FNWixJHX9S0rSD2WZtfcXBamyX-2FUcFsJtRgk3UU92v4gmDkpunOJgDITmWJL4ECBDcNZP-2FJJxF32MwESqCd4U3hC6SqVsmg-2F-2FLGbA6s1fDLhCe-2BrsOpmFKMozO4B1gyP-2F0dXsu5EKtx4zShQfkdcz91ytx2KYzR9cgdp8D0AvwbXj8O9CvcGfhicka8k3ytRqWOkIx-2Bt-2Fzkp8cr-2BL6FdvATzrX4xNCUTI96Ordu75UDzpeLVGvP-2Fw9RIsMrP1xNrhl0Uc5g6WiInKJXfQsGOjiM9Vg2W4SRW

