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Catholic Religious support First Nations People
through a constitutionally enshrined Voice

Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) has long been a vocal supporter of the Uluru Statement from the
Heart and is proud to support a constitutionally enshrined First Nations Voice to Parliament, as will be
proposed at the upcoming Referendum on 14 October.

Australia’s Religious Congregations have lived with and worked alongside First Nations People for
decades, including working in remote Indigenous communities and many of them and their associated
groups have publicly endorsed the voice (see list overleaf).

Peter Jones OSA, CRA President, said, “Our Congregations continue to listen to First Nations Peoples,
looking for concrete ways of walking together towards a better future as a matter of justice.”

“Pope Francis has urged us to ensure that Indigenous Peoples are the principal dialogue partners on
large projects affecting them,” he added.

Cognisant that there is not a single view among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, CRA has
carefully considered Indigenous commentary on the Voice and believes that there are significant levels
of support among them for the Voice. This has been demonstrated by the endorsement of the Voice
by the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC), as well as a
longitudinal study by Reconciliation Australia, the lead body for reconciliation in the nation.

Member of CRA Justice Committee, and a proud Catholic Indigenous woman of the Cubbitch Barta
Clan in the Dharawal nation, Melinda Jolly said, “There was a lot of consultation within First Nations
People to agree upon the Uluru Statement from the Heart. | think there are particular dissenting voices
that are very loud and prominent, but that doesn’t mean they are in the majority. Sometimes majority
voices can be overcome by loud minorities.”

Anne Walker, CRA National Executive Director, said, “A constitutionally enshrined Voice will enliven
the Catholic Social Thought principles of human dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity, by allowing First
Nations Peoples to advise government on the matters that directly impact them.”

“The current status quo for our First Nations Peoples is simply not acceptable, with 15 out of 19
‘Closing the Gap’ targets persistently not on track to be met. We cannot continue with ‘business as
usual’ and expect things to improve. A constitutionally enshrined Voice will be an imperative step for
making genuine progress,” she added.

CRA Council endorses a Yes vote as a vote for justice at the upcoming Referendum, for an urgently
needed step to achieve concrete results for our First Nations Peoples.
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5acea6725417fc059ddcc33f/t/64eff6b4e675386a5585757c/1693447861042/20230831_NATSICC+statement+post+Referendum+announcement.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/australian-reconciliation-barometer/

Watch the recording of CRA’s seminar: ‘Lift Your Voice’ to learn more about a constitutionally
enshrined Voice.

Read Just Now, CRA’s periodical focussing on justice issue — this edition is dedicated to the Voice.

Read the individual media statements from some of Australia’s Religious Institutes and ministries
here, the list includes:

Augustinian Fathers

Brigidine Sisters

Christian Brothers

Daughters of our Lady of the Sacred Heart

Good Shepherd

Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea

Jesuit Refugee Service

Kildare Ministries

Loreto Sisters
Marist Brothers

Mercy Foundation

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart

Missionary Sisters of Service

Presentation Sisters Victoria

Redemptorists

Sisters of Our Lady of Sion

Sisters of St Joseph

Sisters of the Good Samaritan
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo6CkpLIEHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo6CkpLIEHk
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5acea6725417fc059ddcc33f/t/651ba5d35b44b86d58b7a79a/1696310758577/20231003_Just+Now+Issue+14+Referendum+FINAL.pdf
https://www.osa.org.au/osa-updates-australia/statement-on-the-voice-referendum-on-behalf-of-the-leadership-of-the-augustinians-in-australia/
https://indigenousvoice.church/messages-from-our-bishops-and-religious-leaders/
https://edmundrice.org/news/yesvoice-ls4zg
https://indigenousvoice.church/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/OLSH-NATSICC-min.pdf
https://goodshep.org.au/good-shepherd-backs-first-nations-voice-to-parliament/
https://institute.mercy.org.au/its-time-for-first-nations-voices-to-be-heard/
https://aus.jrs.net/en/jrs-australia-supports-the-indigenous-voice/
https://www.kildareministries.org.au/kildare-ministries-trustee-statements.html
https://www.loreto.org.au/the-voice-to-parliament/
https://indigenousvoice.church/messages-from-our-bishops-and-religious-leaders/
https://www.mercyfoundation.com.au/statement-of-support-for-the-constitutional-amendment-for-the-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-voice/
https://www.catholicreligious.org.au/s/The-Voice-of-the-Heart.pdf
https://missionarysisters.org.au/
https://indigenousvoice.church/messages-from-our-bishops-and-religious-leaders/
https://cssr.org.au/2023/09/12/the-referendum-on-recognition-of-first-nations-peoples-through-a-voice-to-parliament/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13qgPc0pmyRuGfRiaX_-I-ceFNUvv0yKX/view
https://www.sosj.org.au/social-justice-sunday-2023/#more-192118
https://www.goodsams.org.au/article/saying-yes-to-the-voice-will-herald-a-better-future-for-us-all/
mailto:comms@catholicreligious.org.au

