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The courage to flee war-torn Ukraine  

Last week Jesuit Mission Australia held their latest webinar – Hope For Families Fleeing 

Ukraine, about the Jesuits’ provision of emergency and long-term assistance to Ukrainian 

refugees. 

 

The webinar welcomed special guest and project partner of Jesuit Mission, Fr Marius Talos SJ, 

Director of Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Romania and Anastasiia who bravely fled the war in 

Ukraine to Romania with her 11-year-old son.  

 

“I left because I feared for my life and the life of my son. I saw how my son was scared. I heard 

bombs, I heard alarms and I decided we should go,” said Anastasiia.  

 

It’s been one year and four months for Anastasiia and her son who remain in Romania.  

Although they have been warmly welcomed by JRS Romania and the local community, the 

process of integrating into the new country has been a difficult journey. 

 

At 11 years old, her son was devastated separating from his grandmothers, who at the time 

stayed in Ukraine, and he developed a neurotic tick from the trauma of fleeing the war.  

 

“I felt like I fled with a little child and in one year he has had to grow up too quickly. All 

children deserve a childhood,” said Anastasiia.  

 

At the JRS Romania Centre, Anastasiia’s son has received psychological assistance to help 

manage the tick he developed and to help him connect with fellow Ukrainian children.  

 

JRS Romania is assisting thousands of Ukrainian children by offering educational services, 

psychological assistance and recreational activities for ages 3-17.  

 

“In over 16 months, we have assisted more than 22,000 refugees from Ukraine, from 

welcoming to protecting, from promoting to integrating them,” said Fr Marius. 

 

Anastasiia herself has also received psychosocial and housing support and is now employed 

by JRS Romania to assist other Ukrainians in need.  

 

“Recently I had the pleasure of meeting Anastasiia in person and I am deeply inspired by her 

courage, resilience and strength. I thank our Jesuit partners for keeping her, her family and 

other Ukrainian refugees safe,” said Helen Forde, CEO of Jesuit Mission.  

 

To learn more about the collaboration between Jesuit Mission Australia and JRS Romania in  

assisting refugees fleeing Ukraine, watch the webinar at https://jesuitmission.org.au/webinar-

june/  
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CAPTION: A screen-shot from Jesuit Mission’s webinar, Hope For Families 

Fleeing Ukraine (From top left) Helen Forde, CEO of Jesuit Mission, (top 

right) Kath Rosic, International Programs Director of Jesuit Mission, 
(bottom left) Anastasiia and (bottom right) Fr Marius Talos SJ, Director 
of JRS Romania.  

 

 
  
Caption: Ukrainian refugee Anastasiia in the office at JRS Romania, where she 

now works.  
 
 

mailto:zach.martorana@jesuitmission.org.au


 

 

 

Supporting Links:  
 

Hope for Families Fleeing Ukraine webinar  
https://jesuitmission.org.au/webinar-june/ 
 
About Jesuit Mission 
Jesuit Mission works in over 10 countries across Asia and Africa to uphold the innate dignity of 
people living with the effects of poverty, especially the most marginalised and vulnerable. Funds 
from our supporters:  

 
•  Break cycles of poverty through teaching and education  
•  Protect the health of communities by providing medical care and programs that improve 

access to clean water and toilets  
•  Develop independent, sustainable communities through livelihood training and income-

generating projects  

•  Provide vulnerable individuals with pastoral care, social inclusion and advocacy  
•  Support refugees in crisis  
•  Enable effective disaster response and relief. 
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