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CATHOLIC HEALTH AUSTRALIA URGES SENATE TO OPPOSE TROJAN
HORSE EUTHANASIA BILL
Catholic not for profit hospitals and aged care providers say a Bill to restore Territory rights is nothing
more than a cover for assisted suicide and euthanasia laws that have no place in the Commonwealth.
The peak advocacy body Catholic Health Australia is warning that the Bill now before the Senate has
a single purpose - to allow the Territories to pass assisted suicide and euthanasia laws, not to provide
equal powers with the states.
The lack of honesty of the motives behind the Restoring Territory Rights Bill 2022 will inevitably stymie
the debate.
CHA echoes the very real concerns held by Indigenous leaders about the lack of consultation and the
impact such legislation will have on First Nations people.
CHA Director of Strategy & Mission Brigid Meney is urging Senators to think carefully before voting for
such a Bill.
“The Restoring Territory Rights Bill is nothing more than a Trojan Horse for assisted suicide. It is
beholden on Parliamentarians to be upfront about the true motives of this legislation.
“It is disappointing that politicians are so quick to lend their support to a Bill that sanctions the ending
of a life but have been largely silent at the very real lack of funding by the Commonwealth for palliative
care services in the last budget.
“We urge Senators to reconsider their support for such a Bill which will send a bleak message to the
vulnerable in the community that their lives are no longer valued by the Commonwealth
Government.”
“At the very least, there must be a referral to a Senate committee that investigates the access and
affordability of palliative care services in the territories. This would show whether a ‘choice’ in endof-life care is truly something that can even be delivered on,” Ms Meney adds.
Notes to editors: Catholic Health Australia (CHA) is Australia’s largest non-government grouping of
health and aged care services accounting for approximately 10 percent of hospital-based healthcare
in Australia. Our members also provide around 25 percent of private hospital care, 5 percent of public
hospital care, 12 percent of aged care facilities, and 20 percent of home care and support for the
elderly.
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