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Archbishop Francis ‘Frank’ Carroll: A Life Remembered

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Archbishop Francis Carroll, a
beloved figure within the Catholic Church and the local community at large.
Archbishop Carroll, affectionately known as Father Frank, passed away peacefully this
morning at Calvary Hospital. His passing marks the end of an era for the Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn, the diocese of Wagga Wagga and the broader Church in
Australia.

Archbishop Carroll's health had been in decline since undergoing a serious operation
at Wagga Base Hospital last week. He was transferred to Calvary Hospital Wagga
Wagga for palliative care where he succumbed to his condition. While Archbishop
Frank's absence from public life may have led him to slip from the forefront of
people's minds, his impact on the diocese and beyond remains indelible.

Born in 1930 to the Carroll family in Ganmain, Archbishop Frank's life was deeply
intertwined with the Catholic faith and the local community. Totally immersed in the
faith life of the parish, his schooling, family and the football life of the local
community, he remained very much a Ganmain man.

Ordained as a priest in 1954, he served in various capacities, including as the first
Director of Catholic Education in the WaggaWagga Diocese.

At the age of 37, Archbishop Carroll was ordained as coadjutor bishop for Bishop
Henschke, later assuming the role of Bishop of Wagga Wagga. Throughout his
tenure, he demonstrated a commitment to innovation in pastoral care, seeking new
ways to engage with societal changes without compromising the essence of
Catholic tradition.

In 1983, he was appointed Archbishop of the Canberra and Goulburn Diocese, where
he continued to lead with wisdom and compassion until his retirement in 2006. Even
in retirement, Archbishop Frank remained an active presence, residing at the Home
of Compassion in his final years.

Archbishop Carroll's legacy extends far beyond his tenure in office. His pastoral
letters, written during his time in Wagga and Canberra, continue to resonate today, a
testament to his enduring influence and insight.

As we mourn the loss of Archbishop Francis Carroll, let us also celebrate his
remarkable life and the profound impact he had on all who knew him. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his family, friends, and the entire Catholic community during
this time of grief.

*** ENDS ***



Archbishop Francis Patrick Carroll DD DCL Hon DLitt

● Born 9 September 1930 in Ganmain, NSW
● Parents: Patrick and Rose Mary
● Siblings: Kathleen, Lelia, Peter, Paul, Rose Mary and Joseph
● Education: Devlin School and St Brendan’s Convent, Ganmain; De La Salle College,

Marrickville; Urbanian University, Rome
● Seminaries: St Columba’s College, Springwood; St Patrick’s College, Manly
● Ordained Deacon: 1953 by Cardinal Norman Gilroy
● Ordained a Priest: 27 July 1954 at St Brendan’s Church, Ganmain by Bishop

Henschke, Bishop of WaggaWagga.
● Parishes and Appointments: Griffith (plus schools inspector) [1955]; Albury [1959];

Rome Propaganda College DCL [1961]; Wagga Wagga Chancellor and Director of
Catholic Education [1965]; Wagga Wagga Titular Bishop of Tasaccora and Coadjutor
Bishop [1967]; Bishop of WaggaWagga [1968]; transferred to Archdiocese of Canberra
and Goulburn [25.6.1983]; installed at St Christopher’s Cathedral as Archbishop on
31.8.1983 until his retirement in 2006.

● Funeral arrangements will be released in due course.
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